Intraoperative facial nerve monitoring.
Facial nerve monitoring is one of the most exciting innovations in otologic surgery in the past decade. Intraoperative monitoring has been shown to reduce the probability of iatrogenic injury to the facial nerve during surgery. It saves surgical time and reduces the anxiety level of both patients and surgeons. There are several reasons to use facial nerve monitoring: The surgeon nerve knows when it will be needed in a particular case, the operating room personnel become familiar with the equipment, and the surgeon learns how to interpret the sounds produced by the monitor and how to correlate them with surgical manipulations around the facial nerve. Facial nerve monitoring has added another dimension of safety to otologic and neurotologic surgery and has reduced the incidence of facial weakness or paralysis in the authors' surgical practice.